Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Singletary Family 


72 Simpeon Lane 
Milton, FPL 32570 


December 15, 1979 


Dear Ms. Singletary: 


Thank you for your book order and your inguiry.. I am so long winded, 
didn’t think I could get it on your card. 


A law was passed around 1820 requiring state census and birth and 
death records. Compliance with the law was very erratic and as a 
result only a few records were madey and only a few of those made 
have survived. 


These birth and death schedules were compiled in the same manner as 
the census was taken and were only as reliable as the census taker, 
If no one was at home, then the birth or death was not recorded. 
Occasionally reaching the house was a long ride and he would inquire 
of neighbors the information he needede This second hand information 
was not very reliable. 


These birth and death records which survived are contained on rolls 
of sicrofilm along with the state census at the Archives in Jackson 
3. They are a part of the Secretary of State Reoord Group 28, 


A single male was listed on the tax rolls when reached age 21. If 
a male was over 50 he did not pay poll tax, but paid tax enly on 
his land, slaves, and personal property. A female did not pay poll 
tax, but only paid tax on her land and personal belongings. She 
could have been either divorced, widowed, or a woman who had never 
been married. 


If you have a special problem in Perry County, please: let us know, 
perhaps we cen help. I feel sure that your birth occurred in Perry 
County, but wae just missed by the person who made the survey. 


& personal note: We have a special feeling for Altoe My husbands 
mother taught school there when she was 16 which would have been in 
1903. She was Zella Mae Glaseo who later married James Bs. Strickland. 


Sincerely, ; _* — 
re. Ben Strickland 
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Mrs. Jean Strickland 
72 Simpson Lane 
Milton, FL 32570 


January 16, 1980 


Dear Mrs. Strickland, 


Thank you so much for your answer to my inquiry. It was 
very helpful. JI was surprised, but not too surprised, to 
hear that you had connections in Alto. JI never cease to be 
amazed at the people all over the country who have - or have 
had- relatives in Alto. Maybe that's because so few people 
stay here - they are all scattered everywhere. 


I do have a special interest in Perry County. Are there 
any records concerning Perry County before the 1820 census? 
T would like to know just when my Gecrge Harrison got there. 
Tt might help me to trace his m- ,ements and figure out where 
he married. 


George Harrison jojned the regular army in Greenville, S.C. 
(where he was born) in October 1812 for a period of 5 years. 
He was 18 years old. He was discharged in New Orleans in 
March, 1818. By January, 1820 he was in Mississippi with a 
wife anda newborn son, so he probably married about a year 
after his release from the army, but what I would like to 
know is whether his family had moved to Georgia or Mississippi 
while he was in service. He married Elizabeth Willinxhan, 
born in Georgia, and since I do not find any Willinghams in 
Ferry County, I assume they met and married somewhere else. 


Phe 1820 Perry County shows George Harrison with 1 male 
under 10, 1 male 18 to 26 and 1 famale 18 to 16. In the next 
house are William Rarrisen with 3 males water 10-16, 1 male © 
16-18 and 1 female 26-45. I hawe wondered whether William could 
be George's younger brother and the female their widowed mother, 
but I can find no other trace of William. I was hoping he would 
show up on the Ferry County tax list when he reached 21, but 
he is not there - or anywhere else so far as I can tell. 

George is listed every year until he moved xm to Rankin County 
in 1829-30. 


Please don't think I expect yeu to do any free research 
for me, but if you happen onto anything or if you have any 
other inquiries about Harrison families, I'd like to kno. 

I will enclose an envelope just in case. 


Thanks again. ie ore. 2 ae 
AAG bt 


Virginia Singletary 
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